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Critique of the Book, “Why all the Black are kids sitting together in the cafeteria?”
The author's major thesis was about race and racism within the United States of America and its effect towards the adolescence and how it affects their development concerning the search for self-identity. The author's main thesis is depicted in his choice of the book title, "Why all the Black are kids sitting together in the cafeteria?" The book also talks exclusively on the issue of "Identity Development in Adolescence." Looking into this issue of identity development, the author gives an example of visiting a racially mixed high school cafeteria, especially during lunchtime. Visiting the cafeteria during lunchtime exposes one to the reality of race and racism where groups of black students and white students sit together. The whole book explores these scenarios which are driven by race and racism. 

Throughout the book, the author has given passionate examples aimed at illustrating the huge problem of racism. In the book, the author tries to ask both direct and indirect questions aimed at unmasking the dominant issue of racism within the American Society. At some point, he tries to recount his own experiences and their impact on race and racial discrimination. At one point, he attests that like most of the African Americans, he has had some race-related memories dating from the time he was young. The author outlines different scenarios in which he has confronted fellow African Americans to denounce his race. The book is quite vocal about how the white people treat the black the black people. It has shown a situation where white students feel superior to the black people. The historical study of the slave trade in America makes the black students feel inferior over their white counterpart. This is brought by the experiences they learn about slaves and struggle for liberation. These experiences help the author in supporting and making a bold point about the racism that is predominantly experienced in the United States. It is therefore quite evident that the author has been quite effective in his support of the thesis.

Out of the three theoretical perspectives, symbolic interactionism, functionalism and conflict theory, the best that has been reflected in this book is the conflict theory perspective. The conflict of perspective looks at the negative, continuous conflicts as well as the changing nature of the society. Throughout the book, the author presents a situation in which the society has been affected by the menace of racism and discrimination against race. The author has depicted different scenarios where by the issue of race has elicited some misunderstanding and questions, especially among the youngsters. The author also states that some of the white students use hash language to refer to black people. The book outlines different conflicting stories and encounters between the white and black students. This is a clear indication of the conflicts that are being brought up by racism and race. It is quite evident that the best theoretical perspective in sociology that is best reflected by the book is conflict perspective. 

The book revolves around the issue of race and racism. In my perspective, I see that there is some bias in the book particularly on the discussion of race. The book focuses more on black Americans and puts them at the receiving end of racial discrimination. In the book, Black Americans have been portrayed as the victims of racial discrimination. In most of the scenarios given by the author especially those involving students, shows Black Americans to be on the receiving end (Tatum). Apart from this biasness, the rest of the stories being depicted in the book are a depiction of how our society treats each other. I agree with most of the observations made by the author. 

Reading through the book gives one an impression of the reality of the United States as a country. It is quite unfortunate that the issue of racism and discrimination based on one's race comes up at an early stage in our life. Schools need to embrace diversity and encourage interaction between people of different racial background. The author has managed to put into perspective the permanent issue of racial discrimination and how the society tries to encourage it through its actions. It is quite important for the society to start concentrating on the things that promote diversity rather than looking at the issues that promote racial discrimination. 

The book has been well organized in subheading that the author has used to pin point each individual issue and concern in respect to race and racism. Different subheadings have highlighted some things that ignite racial discrimination. In my opinion, it is important to observe those things that promote unity and discourage those that create divisions regarding racial background. Children at a young age should be taught on how to work together, play together and even eat together irrespective of the color of their skin. There should be no form of discrimination brought about by one's race, and instead, this diversity should help in building a stronger community. The book is quite a good resource that helps in showing us the different areas and ways through which we tend to use our racial background to discriminate ourselves as well as others.
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